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ION Welcomes Women’s Economic Development Council as Fourteenth Member Organization
ION Provides National Resources for Alabama Boardroom-Bound Women, Welcomes WEDC’s Amanda Mullins to ION Board 
Boca Raton, FL – August 29, 2011 – The InterOrganization Network (ION) announces that the Alabama-based nonprofit Women’s Economic Development Council (WEDC) has joined ION as its fourteenth regional executive women’s organization. WEDC members interested in serving on a board of directors of a public company, or who are concerned about board diversity, now have access to ION’s many resources, including a comprehensive Investor Toolkit, national research and a board director database.

“WEDC’s mission is to influence economic development and inspire women to be leaders – characteristics we look for in our member organizations. We welcome WEDC to ION and encourage its members to connect with ION women across the U.S.,” said ION President Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane. “We look forward to the energy and financial knowledge Amanda will bring to the ION board, and to the regional statistics WEDC will contribute to ION’s 2011 annual report, scheduled to be published later this year.”
“In the WEDC, we work to increase the leadership presence of women in all sectors of the economy. We believe that our association with ION will help us increase the number of qualified women in board positions and raise awareness of the current significant lack of women on public company boards,” said WEDC President Laura Huckabee-Jennings. “We look forward to networking with like-minded organizations across the country through ION to add real economic value through the support and promotion of qualified women to senior corporate leadership.”

Amanda Mullins is co-chair of the WEDC Women on Boards Committee and has been a member of the organization since 2003. She is also a financial advisor and second vice president of wealth management with Morgan Stanley Smith Barney in Huntsville, Alabama. Previously, Ms. Mullins held positions at Colonial Bank and Nationwide Financial Services and served on the City of Huntsville Tennis Center Board of Control. She holds M.A. and B.S Degrees from the University of Alabama. 
About WEDC

The Women’s Economic Development Council (www.wedc-online.org) provides opportunities for women business professionals to develop strength in education, mentoring, entrepreneurial efforts, networking and community building. The organization also provides educational, financial and mentoring support through the WEDC Foundation to help economically disadvantaged women improve their lives.
About ION

The InterOrganization Network (www.ionwomen.org) is a national nonprofit organization representing more than 10,000 women dedicated to increasing representation of women on for-profit boards and in executive suites. ION creates a national voice for its 14 regional member organizations to influence, build awareness and expand opportunities and connections. The organization recently published a Diversity Policy urging public companies to take action to achieve a critical mass of women in the boardroom. ION’s founding sponsor is KPMG LLP, the audit, tax and advisory firm and U.S. member firm of KPMG International Cooperative ("KPMG International"). KPMG International's member firms have 137,000 professionals, including more than 7,600 partners in 144 countries.
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