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ION Appoints New Directors Representing Maryland, California, Minnesota

Laura Black, Elisa-Marie Dumas, Pamela Wheelock Join ION Board to Give Executive Women National Voice
Boca Raton, FL – June 10, 2011 – The InterOrganization Network (ION) has appointed Laura Black (Maryland), Elisa-Marie Dumas (California) and Pamela Wheelock (Minnesota) to the board of directors, replacing Toby Gordon, Wendy Beecham and Linda Hall Keller, respectively. The new directors will help connect members of their regional organizations – Network 2000, Watermark, and the Minnesota Women’s Economic Roundtable – with numerous national resources available through ION. These resources are used to advance women to positions of power in the business world – primarily to boards of directors and executive suites.

“I applaud Toby, Wendy and Linda for their invaluable contributions to ION’s mission. With their help, we have been able to share best practices, collaborate with noteworthy organizations and support events across the nation,” said ION President Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane. “As their board service comes to an end, I’m thrilled to welcome three new influential women directors and look forward to their positive impact on ION,” 
Laura Black, past president of ION Member Network 2000, is also the immediate past Women’s Department Campaign Chair of the Associated Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore. As the former CEO of Special Counsel, she managed one of the largest legal staffing companies in the country. Ms. Black has been recognized by the Daily Record and Baltimore Magazine as one of Maryland’s “Top 100 Women” and “50 Top Women in Business,” among other awards. She serves on numerous boards, including the University Of Maryland School of Law Board of Visitors and the Sinai Hospital of Baltimore. She graduated cum laude from the University Of Maryland School Of Law.

Elisa-Marie Dumas, director of connections and interim CEO for ION Member Watermark, has supported more than 1,500 women in top leadership positions. She has 20 years of sales and executive recruiting experience across a variety of industries, including with executive search firms Egon Zehnder, Devine Capital Partners, and Taylor Winfield. Ms. Dumas specializes in promoting connections between executive women to expand their skills and resources, build tight networks, and help them secure funding placements, speaking engagements, and more.
Pamela Wheelock, a director on ION Member Minnesota Women’s Economic Roundtable’s board, is also vice president of the Bush Foundation. Since January 2009, she has helped resolve public issues by engaging and developing leaders under the Foundation’s Goals for a Decade. She chairs the boards of directors for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota and the Minnesota Wild Foundation. In addition, Ms. Wheelock serves on the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs Advisory Council and the Itasca Project. She holds a Master of Arts in Applied Economics from Marquette University in Milwaukee and a Bachelor of Arts in History from the College of Saint Catherine in St. Paul.
About ION

The InterOrganization Network (www.ionwomen.org) is a national nonprofit organization representing more than 10,000 women dedicated to increasing representation of women on for-profit boards and in executive suites. ION creates a national voice for its 14 regional member organizations to influence, build awareness and expand opportunities and connections. ION’s founding sponsor is KPMG LLP, the audit, tax and advisory firm and U.S. member firm of KPMG International Cooperative ("KPMG International"). KPMG International's member firms have 137,000 professionals, including more than 7,600 partners in 144 countries.
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