
ION enters into an Affiliation with DirectWomen for Promoting Women Attorneys to Corporate Boards 
Boca Raton, FL – June 1, 2011 – The InterOrganization Network (ION) today announced its most recent affiliation DirectWomen, an organization that identifies and supports well-qualified women attorney candidates for independent director positions. In addition, President Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane has been invited to join DirectWomen’s Strategic Alliances Committee, which identifies appropriate strategic alliances for the DirectWomen organization.  
“ION is a key player in advocating for women on boards, so we’re eager to begin the journey as a Friend of the organization. We’re confident Charlotte can bring new insight to our Strategic Alliances Committee, which is making great strides to identify relationships which will provide networking opportunities for DirectWomen alumnae, facilitate board searches, reinforce the merits of gender diversity and more,” said Kathleen Franklin, Chair, DirectWomen Strategic Alliances Committee. 
“Strategic career development is essential for professional women who want to serve on corporate boards, and DirectWomen’s mission is parallel to this. Through its contributions to the business world, it has caught ION’s attention as a wonderful addition to our list of Friends. We look forward to advocating for women attorneys on corporate boards,” said ION President Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane.
This new association between ION and DirectWomen comes at a time when gender diversity is being seriously considered by investors and shareholders. While ION’s recently released report found that women hold only 8-18 percent of board seats, the report also highlights institutional investors supporting gender diversity in the boardroom. 
About DirectWomen

The mission of DirectWomen (www.DirectWomen.org) is to increase the representation of women on corporate boards.  It identifies, and supports accomplished women attorneys who provide the necessary experience,  independence and diversity required for good corporate governance.
About ION

The InterOrganization Network (www.ionwomen.org) is a national nonprofit organization representing more than 10,000 women dedicated to increasing representation of women on for-profit boards and in executive suites. ION creates a national voice for its 14 regional member organizations to influence, build awareness and expand opportunities and connections. ION’s founding sponsor is KPMG LLP, the audit, tax and advisory firm and U.S. member firm of KPMG International Cooperative ("KPMG International"). KPMG International's member firms have 137,000 professionals, including more than 7,600 partners in 144 countries.
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