
ION, WBL Support Gender Diversity, Uncover Board Opportunities for Women in Health Care Industry; July Event to Highlight Industry Leaders
Boca Raton, FL – May 26, 2011 – The InterOrganization Network (ION) will collaborate with The Women Business Leaders of the U.S. Health Care Industry Foundation (WBL) on a series of projects in 2011. An official “Friend” of ION, WBL will partner with ION to organize an educational program on July 21, 2011 as part of WBL’s larger Business Mission Event in Boston, Mass. The program will focus on innovative health care in the Boston area and adding value as a member of a corporate board. Through their association, both organizations will:
· Engage and collaborate with women professionals on a national level

· Bolster their board candidate roster and uncover corporate board opportunities for women

· Host events that strengthen the network of women executives and board members

“WBL is proud to be a friend of ION and to have the opportunity to share resources and opportunities to help diversify corporate boardrooms. Between WBL’s health care industry resources and ION’s fourteen member organizations, we can collaborate to support senior executive women around the U.S.,” said WBL Executive Director Eleanor Whitley.
“Moving forward, ION will help WBL educate business leaders about the benefits gender diversity from an investment standpoint. Our new status report of women directors and executive officers details will help communicate this message to shareholders,” said ION President Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane.

ION’s recent diversity initiatives include a second comment letter to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, the launch of a quarterly newsletter and facilitating the appointment of several women to the boards of public companies. Professional women and men who wish to advocate for the advancement of women to positions of power in the business world are encouraged to visit ION’s website for articles on gender diversity, best practices and tips on how shareholders/investors can take action.
About WBL

The Women Business Leaders of the U.S. Health Care Industry Foundation™( wbl.org) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization established to address the unmet needs of the senior executive women of the U.S. health care industry.  There are over 3,000 senior executive women and women board members in the WBL network. The goal of the invitation-only WBL network is to help these senior executive women in the health care industry improve their businesses and continue to grow professionally, such as through corporate board opportunities. The WBL Foundation also serves as a resource to companies and search firms seeking board members and holds a variety of events.
About ION

The InterOrganization Network (www.IONwomen.org) is a national nonprofit organization representing more than 10,000 women dedicated to increasing representation of women on for-profit boards and in executive suites. ION creates a national voice for its 14 regional member organizations to influence, build awareness and expand opportunities and connections. ION’s founding sponsor is KPMG LLP, the audit, tax and advisory firm and U.S. member firm of KPMG International Cooperative ("KPMG International"). KPMG International's member firms have 137,000 professionals, including more than 7,600 partners in 144 countries.
###
Contacts:
ION President Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane: 561-395-4581 
WBL Executive Director Eleanor Whitley: 202-955-7187
c3PR Principal Mar Junge: 408-730-8506 
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