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ION Applauds Pax World For Linking Gender Equality to Financial Returns

Advisory Council Member Joe Keefe Writes “Gender Equality as an Investment Concept”
Fort Washington, Penn. – February 10, 2011 – The InterOrganization Network (ION) applauds Partner Pax World Management LLC on the release of their new paper. Pax World President and CEO and ION Advisory Council Member Joe Keefe wrote “Gender Equality as an Investment Concept” to argue that investors can promote gender equality and women’s empowerment while potentially reaping financial returns. Keefe cites evidence which supports the idea the businesses embracing gender diversity may be better positioned for long-term financial success. 

“The status and role of women is a very good clue to a company’s growth potential,” says Keefe. “When women are at the table, the discussion is richer, the decision‐making process is better and the organization is stronger. Integrating a gender lens into investment strategies can, in my view, improve long‐term investment performance. Investors need to start taking notice.” 

There are several events on the agenda for 2011 as a result of ION’s recent partnership with Pax World. Discussion topics will include gender equality as an investment concept and how to initiate changes in corporate boardrooms. In his paper, Keefe discusses several ways that investors can make a difference by integrating gender equality into their investments. He also highlights Pax World’s Global Women’s Equality Fund (PXWEX), which is the only mutual fund in America whose focus is on investing in companies that are global leaders in advancing gender equality and women’s empowerment.
“Joe’s paper comes at an opportune time – when more investors are beginning to realize that women are a critical part of the equation. The journey toward gender diversity on corporate boards has proven to be long, but we have high hopes for engaging shareholders and showing them the facts,” said ION President Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane.
About ION

The InterOrganization Network (www.IONwomen.org) is a national nonprofit organization representing more than 10,000 women dedicated to increasing representation of women on for-profit boards and in executive suites. ION creates a national voice for its 14 regional member organizations to influence, build awareness and expand opportunities and connections. ION’s founding sponsor is KPMG LLP, the audit, tax and advisory firm and U.S. member firm of KPMG International Cooperative ("KPMG International"). KPMG International's member firms have 137,000 professionals, including more than 7,600 partners in 144 countries.
About Pax World Management LLC

Pax World Management LLC, the investment adviser to Pax World Funds, is a recognized leader in Sustainable Investing, the full integration of environmental, social and governance (ESG) factors into investment analysis and decision making. Pax World launched the financial industry’s first socially responsible mutual fund in 1971. Today, Pax World offers a range of investment products including a family of no-load mutual funds, multi-manager asset allocation funds, exchange traded funds (ETFs) and separately managed accounts for institutional investors. For more information, visit www.paxworld.com.
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