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ION Names Inaugural Advisory Council to Help Advance More Women 

to Positions of Power in Executive Suites and on Boards 
 
Fort Washington, Penn.  [Business Wire November 16, 2009 7:23 a.m. EST] – The 
InterOrganization Network (ION) announced today that it has named eight prominent U.S. 
thought leaders to serve on its newly formed national Advisory Council. The Council will 
advise on strategies and provide resources to help the nonprofit organization fulfill its mission 
of advancing women to positions of power in the business world. ION consists of 13 regional 
executive women’s groups located across the United States that combine their energies, 
strengths and influence to increase the number of women leaders in corporate America, 
primarily to boards of directors and executive suites. Advisory Council members include: 
 

• Carolyn Byrd (Georgia), CEO of GlobalTech Financial, currently serving on the boards 
of Freddie Mac and AFC Enterprises 

• Michael Eskew (Illinois), retired chairman and CEO of UPS, currently serving on the 
boards of UPS, 3M Corporation, IBM and Eli Lilly 

• Gail Evans (Georgia), retired EVP of the CNN News Group and the author of “Play Like 
a Man, Win Like a Woman”  

• Virginia Gambale (New York), founder and managing partner of Azimuth Partners, 
currently serving on the boards of Jet Blue and Piper Jaffray and four private 
companies (Knoa, Kurtosys Ltd., Infonic A.G. and 29 West)  

• T.K. Kerstetter (Tennessee), CEO of Board Member, Inc., publisher of Corporate 
Board Member and Bank Director magazines, and co-host of the on-demand show This 
Week in the Boardroom 

• Blythe McGarvie (Virginia), author of “Shaking the Globe” and “Fit In, Stand Out,” 
currently serving on the boards of The Travelers, Accenture, Viacom, and Pepsi 
Bottling Group and former CFO of the French company BIC  

• Kathi Seifert (Wisconsin), retired EVP of Kimberly Clark, currently serving on the 
boards of Supervalu, Eli Lilly and Co., Revlon Consumer Products Corp., Appleton 
Papers and Lexmark, Inc. 

• Judith von Seldeneck (Pennsylvania), chairman and CEO of Diversified Search 
Odgers Berndtson, currently serving on the boards of Citizens Bank of Pennsylvania 
and Tasty Baking 

 
“The issue of women’s leadership in corporations is of widespread concern,” said ION 
President Rona Wells. “We believe that today’s challenges can be turned into opportunities for 
meaningful change and will look to ION’s Advisory Council to work with us to make this 
change happen.” 
 
ION (InterOrganization Network), a national, non-profit organization representing nearly 
10,000 women, was founded to advance women to positions of power in the business world, 
primarily to boards of directors and executive suites. ION gives its geographically dispersed 
members a national voice, a network to broaden their advocacy efforts, an expanded pool of 
qualified board candidates to recommend to companies, and the ability to leverage resources 
to increase the number and percentage of women who comprise the leadership of corporate 
America. More information is available at www.IONwomen.org or by calling 215-628-9844. 
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